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is founded on Pantheism, viz. the doctrine that all nature is
a manifestation of God; and this is accepted by all intelligent
Hindoos. Yet these deem the whole material world to be an
illusion.

The laws of caste are settled and expounded by the Brahmins.
There are four castes: (1) The Brahmin or priestly; (2) the
warriors; (3) merchants; and (4) the Sutras. These four divi-
sions are found in their sacred literature; but in pfactical life
only one of them exists, the Brahmins, whose presence is indis-
pensable at marriages and at other religious ceremonies, and
who expound the Hindoo Scriptures; the rest of the population
is divided into a multitude of castes, tribes, and sects. Their
Vedas are books of great antiquity. They contain rules of ritual
and worship and mystic doctrine*

The divinities worshipped by the Hindoos include three supreme
gods, Brahma, Vishnu, and Siva, and in connection with them a host
of minor deities, amounting, according to some, to three hundred
millions. Nothing like this number is, however, worshipped, but
still the number is enormous. Of Brahma there is little to say.
He is a " self-existent creator," and is supposed to be the original
creative intelligence which " brought the universe out of nothing."
But his influence is too remote, and his functions are too vague, to
impress the popular imagination. Consequently he has very few
worshippers, the majority being worshippers of Vishnu and Siva.
Vishnu is the supreme preserver. When in repose he sheds forth
the eternal spirit. Unlike Brahma he can be awakened by the
earnest prayers of men to set things right on earth at critical
times. The most celebrated embodiments of him are Krishna and
Kama. He also passed into the bodies of animals. It may seem
inconsistent that this great god assumed the form at one time of
a tortoise, and at another of a great man. The idea, however,
running through all these embodiments is Pantheism; the divine
spirit is all-pervading. The Brahmins have reasons for recognizing
the appearance of Vishnu in animal forms. A neighbouring hill
tribe worshipped the boar; on their becoming Hindoos they were
told that they had really been worshipping Vishnu unawares.
Siva represents a different principle. He has charge of the whole
circle of animated existence, especially births and deaths. He is
not known by embodiments like Vishnu, but by " destruction and
reproduction." The plagues, the diseases, small-pox, and cholera,
are his. The ordinary crowd of worshippers endeavour to propitiate
his terrible power. Thousands of animals are sacrificed in his
temples, and it is believed human sacrifices would not displease
him.

Brahma, Vishnu, and Siva form the great triad.   The deities*